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Toe N.V.M.A. MEeEtina. 


The postponed meeting of the National Veterinary 
Medical Association is to be held on Friday nett, 
31st inst. as announced in our advertisment columns, 
and the Annual Dinner follows in the evening. 
Notices have been issued to all members on the list, 
and it is to be hoped that every member to whom 
it is at all possible will be present. There is need 
of increased cohesion in the profession to face new 
conditions and the many varying problems which 
are constantly arising. The efforts of the leading 
men in the profession are badly handicapped, and 
may even be brought to nought if they are not 
backed by the main body of the profession, and 
meetings such as this National are invaluable in 
that they help to bond the members both individu- 
ally and for the general advancement. Come now ! 
Don’t forget the motto on the old sword-hilt, ‘‘ Who 
strikes quickly strikes twice.” 


THe New Bye-taw. 


The discussion at the Council meeting of the bye- 
law prohibiting ‘‘ Covering’ and the employment 
of unqualified assistants was long, and not always 
illuminating. In the result, the bye-law was passed, 
and a proposal to defer the coming into operation 
was defeated. The decision is an important one for 
the profession. 

Undoubtedly the employment of unqualified 
assistants is wholly inconsistent with our claims as 
a profession. We cannot expect the public to recog- 
nise the difference between qualified and unqualified 
veterinary work while we ourselves ignore it in 
choosing our assistants. It is equally certain that 
the decision bears hardly upon some hard-workin 
and respectable men; but some individual hardship 
is almost always inseparable from prohibitive 
legislation, and this particular legislation has been 
hanging over our heads for a long time, during 
which little has been said against it. There are 
many other good reasons for the Council’s action ; 
and the telling little speech by Maj.-Gen.'Blenkinsop 
stated one very strong one. Sooner or later, we 
are bound to take this step; and more than one 
reason connected with demobilisation render it 
urgent to take it now. 

The Council, of course, does not propose to inter- 
fere with the skilled animal nurse, acting in that 
capacity alone. Such men are indispensable in 


many practices ; and so long as they are confined 
to their proper function, they are valuable to both 
profession and public. A difficulty arises in that so 
many of them are apt to exceed their right limits ; 
and it cannot be denied that qualified men have 
often encouraged them to do so, 


The bye-law will 








force qualified men to recognise the difference be- 
tween allowing an unqualified employee to render 
occasional emergency service, and habitually using 
him as an unqualified assistant. In some individual 
cases, it may not be easy to determine precisely 
what function an unqualified man is discharging ; 
but the Council—largely composed of practitioners, 
should be well able to ascertain the facts. 

This familiarity of the Council with the condi- 
tions of practice ought to be a valuable factor. It 
should enable them to judge well the merits of in- 
dividual cases, perhaps to make some allowance 
for especially hard ones, and generally to carry out 
a much needed reform in practice with the minimum 
of inconvenience and hardship. 





ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 





ALYPIN IN THE Nervous Form or Distemper. 


Jakob, in the Tijdschrift voor Veeartsenijkunde, 
reports the following observations.—He has re- 
peatedly used intra-lumbar injections of Alypin in 
the nervous form of distemper. He performs the 
injection between the last lumbar vertebra and the . 
sacrum, and has also given some subcutaneous 
injections. He concludes that when myelitis and 
encephalitis appear in the course of distemper, with 
symptoms of paralysis and rhythmic and clonic 
contractions, lumbar injections of Alypin produce 
favourable but transient effects. He also finds that 
the dog supports high doses of this drug. Symp- 
toms of intoxication do not appear even after the 
injection of five centigrammes of Alypin to the 


§| kilogramme of live weight. (Annales de Méd. Vét.) 


THE AcTION OF SOME DRUGS UPON THE 
PULMONARY VESSELS. 


Bereoine published the following observations in 
the Rousski Vratch of 1914. Adrenalin, in con- 
centrations which produce a very strong constric- 
tion in the peripheral vessels, manifests no action 
on the pulmonary vessels; and even vaso-dilation 
is frequently observed. Nicotine, pilocarpine, and 
barium chloride produce vaso-constriction in the 
pulmonary vessels. Caffeine produces first pul- 
monary vaso-constriction, and afterwards, rapidly 
and constantly, a consecutive vaso-dilation. 

Atropine has no ——— influence upon the 
pulmonary vessels; bnt, if these were previously 
contracted (under the influence of pilocarpine, for 
example) atropine causes the contraction to dis- 
appear.—(Fevista de Hygiene y Sanidad Veter- 


maria). 
W.R.C. 
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GINGERING ? 


We recently saw, at a farm, two hackney mares, 
and a foal which had been purchased three weeks 
earlier at an up-country repository. In each case 
what was left of a tail was kept continually on the 
move. The animals freqnently kicked out, and 
were generally restless, and swarms of flies were 
hovering around the anal region. 

The anus was swollen, and angry-looking, fissures 
were present ; one of the mares, for some days after 
arriving at the farm, had very great difficulty in 
defecating. 

The owner considered the condition due to some 
irritating substance, probably “ chilies,’ which had 
been placed within the rectum of the animals before 
they entered the sale ring. There is no doubt the 
case was a gross one of so-called “ gingering,”’ 

Some years ago a conviction was obtained in one 
of the London Courts in a case of this kind; the 
late Professor Pritchard gave evidence for the 
prosecution. It would seem that necessity still 
exists for the R.S.P.C.A. to devote some attention 
to hackey sale rings. 

F.T.H. 





Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 
(Concluded from p. 175.) 





PuBLIcATION, LIBRARY AND Museum CoMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the Report of the Publication, 
Library and Museum Committee as follows :— 

Chairman. It was resolved That Dr. O. C. Bradley 
be appointed Chairman of this Committee for the en- 
suing rm, In the absence of Dr. Bradley, the President 
took the chair. 

Presentations to Library. The Secretary reported 
that since the previous quarterly meeting, the following 
presentations had been made to the Library :— 


By Jno. A. W. Dollar, M.R.C.v.8., 300 books, periodicals 
and journals. (English, French, German, Italian, 
Swedish). 

By Sir F. Smith, k.c.m.c., The Early History of Vet- 
erinary Literature. Vol. I. 

By Mr. W. H. Brown, The Veterinary History of the 
War in S. Africa, 1900-2, by Gen. Sir F. Smith; The 
History of Small-Pox in Australia, 1788-1908. 

By Major R. 8S. Timmis, p.s.o.. Notes on Horse- 
mastership. 

Pamphlets. “ Diseases of Animals,” Prof.S. H. Gai- 
ger ; A New Nematode causing Parasitic Gastritis in 

alves, A. L. Sheather, B.Sc. ; U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, 
Bulletin 767. Oak-leaf Poisoning of Domestic Animals 
John R. Mohler; Canada, Domiaion Experimental 
Farms. Seasonable Hints, No. 14, Home Grown Seed 
of Annual Vegetables, Cir.17; Farm Seeds, Grains, 
Mill Feeds and Concentrates, Bull. No. 36. 

Reports. Annual Report of the Chief Veterinary 
Officer, Board of Agriculture, 1918; Agricultural 
Statistics, Board of Agric. for Scotland, Vol. 5, Parts 
II and III, 1916; Seventh Report, Board of Agric. 


for Scotland, 1918 ; Annual Report on the Agric. Dept. 
Nigeria, 1917 and 1918; Report of the Chief Vety. 
Surgeon, 1918, Southern Rhodesia. _ 

Calendars. McKillip Veteriuary College, 1919-1920 ; 
Cornell University, 1919-1920, 


Periodicals: The Journal of the Board of Agriculture ; 
The Journal of D.A.T.1.; The Scottish Journal of 
Agriculture; Revue de Pathologie Comparée ; Journal 
of Physiology ; The Veterinary Review; The Veter- 
inary Journal ; The Journal ofComparatire Pathology 
and Therapeutics; The Veterinary Record ; The Veter- 
inary News; The Rhodesia Agricultural Journal; New 
Zealand Journal of Ayriculture; Journal of Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Melbourne, Victoria; British 
Medical Journal (per Dr. Bradley); N.Y. University 
Veterinary Bulletin. 

lt was resolved That a hearty vote of thanks be con- 
veyed to the respective donors. 

The Secretary reported that among the books recently 
received there were several instances of the duplication 
of veterinary periodicals. It was resolved That the 
Secretary be instructed to make a list of all duplicate 
books and periodicals in the Library and with the view 
to their disposal to obtain from Colonial Veterinary 
Colleges copies of the catalogues of their Libraries. 

Presentation to Museum. The Secretary reported that 
Mr. Jno. Dollar had presented a wall case containing 
special shoes and specimens of shoeing. 

It was resolved That the heartiest thanks of the 
Council be conveyed to Mr. Dollar for his gifts both to 
the Library and Museum. 

Purchase of Periodicals. The Secretary was author- 
ised to continue the subscriptions to the usual periodicals. 

Librarian. The Secretary submitted the report of 
the Committee appointed by the Ministry of Recon- 
struction on Libraries and Museums, Cd. 9237, and ex- 
plained the scheme for the correlation of all Libraries in 
Great Britain, including Libraries such as that of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. He also pointed 
out the need of additional book cases, and the necessity 
for a proper catalogue being prepared in order to make 
the books accessible to students. 

It was resolved That the Secretary be appointed 
Librarian to the mee College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
That the question of the provision of book cases and a 
card index catalogue be referred to a Sub-Committee 
consisting of the President, Chairman, Treasurer Mr. 
Carnett, with power to act. 

Register, 1920. _The Secretary was instructed to ob- 
tain estimates for the printing of the Register, 1920, in- 
cluding the proposed additions, and to submit same to 
the Special Bub Comasittes at its next meeting. 

Foreign Voting Papers. The Secretary reported that 
he had received complaints from members resident in 
New Zealand to the effect that their voting papers had 
not reached them in time to evable them to record their 
votes. He also submitted a letter from the Post Master 
General stating that the period of four months allowed 
by the Bye-laws was not sufficient to enable a reply to 
be received from the more distant parts of the postal 
union. 

It was resolved That the Secretary be instructed, to 
issue the foreign voting papers in future on or about 
the first January in each year. ; 

- The PresipEnT : I propens that this be received. Mr. 
Price : I will second that. (The motion was carried.) 

Mr. Lawson: I move the adoption of the Report. 

Mr. Price seconded the motion, which was carried. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND 
TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION FOR IRELAND. 
Mr. GaRNETT read the following Report of the D.A.T.I. 
Special Committee :— 
Correspondence. The following correspondence was 


submitted. 
Treasury Chambers 
29666. 19. 29th August, 1919. 


Sir,—In reply to your letter of 5th ult., (16832/19) I 





am directed by the Lords Commissioners of His 
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Majesty’s Treasury to state that the minute of 1878 re- 
ferred to in your letter applied only to the office of Pro- 
fessional Officer and Chief Inspector under the Veteri- 
nary Department of the Privy Council. Other inspec- 
tors were appointed with Civil Service Certificates and 
without addition of years for superannuation, and when 
the post of Veterinary Inspector was declared to be a 
professional office in 1902 it was expressly provided that 
no addition of years should attach to it. Neither the 
minute of 1878 nor that of 1902 applied to Ireland, but 
it will be clear to you that the Veterinary Officers of the 
Department of Agriculture in Ireland would not be en- 
titled to an addition of years under the minute of 1902 
if it extended to Ireland and that they are not included 
in the minute of 1878. I am to explain that the post of 
professional officer referred to in that minute was that 
of the Head of the Veterinary Department. 

I am to add that my lords have felt able under section 
3 of the Superannuation Act 1887 to include in the case 
of Mr. Moore and Mr. Sinclair who have recently retired 
from the service of the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction for Ireland, on half of their tem- 
porary service after October 1878.—1 am, Sir, your obedi- 


ent servant, 
(Sgnd) T. L. Hearn. 


R.C.V.S., 
10, Red Lion Square, W.C. 1. 
16832/18. 5th July, 1919. 


Sir,—I beg to refer to your letter of the 3rd May, 
which has been duly reported to the Council of this 
College. The statement of the Treasury that, section 4 
of the Superannuation Act having been repealed, their 
Lordships have no power to declare the situation of 
Veterinary Inspector under the D.A.T.I. to be a profes- 
sional office is duly noted. In view, however, of the 
fact that the post in question was gazetted in the London 
Gazette of 10th December 1878 as coming under section 
4 of the Act of 1859, it is apparently unecessary for such 
a declaration to be made, and my letter of the 11th April 
was written under a misapprehension. ; 

It would appear that in respect of classification. no 
difference exists between the post of Veterinary [nspec- 
tor under the D.A.T.1. and that of Veterinary Inspector 
under the B. of A. ‘ 

My Council would therefore once again direct the at- 
tention of their Lordships to the appeals which have 
from time to time been made by and on behalf of the 
veterinary staff of the D.A.T.L. for their pension and 
gratuity to be calculated on their full period of service 
as at why han officers. ; ' 

The Superannuation Act, 1914, in repealing section 4 
of the Act of 1859,*provides that “ nothing in this a 
shall affect the rights of any person who, before the date 
of the passing of this Act, has been appointed to an 
office to which an order warrant or minute of the Treas- 
ury issued under either of the said sections applied.” 

it would appear to follow that all officers appointed 
to the Veterinary Inspectorate of the Irish Department 
prior to 1914 are entitled to a pension and gratuity cal- 
culated on their full period of service, and that in the 
case of an officer not having completed the required 
number of years of service for a full pension, the Treasury 
and the D.A.T.I. have the power to grant a pension 
based on a constructive period exceeding the actual 
period served. ; 

In the light of the facts now put forward I am direc- 
ted by my Council to ask their Lordships to give favour- 
able consideration toa review of the question of granting 
to these officers all the privileges that the holding of a 
“ professional office ’ entitled them, and to the awarding 








of pensions and gratuities on the basis referred to.—I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, 


(Sgnd) Frep BuLtock, 
Secretary, and Registrar. 
The Permanent Secretary, 
H.M. Treasury, Whitehall, S.W. 1. 


It was resolved, That the matter be referred to Mr. F 
W. Garnett with a view to further action being taken if 
necessary. The Secretary submitted a letter from the 
Secretary of the Veterinary Officers Association, con- 
veying a resolution of thanks to the President and 
Council of the College, and also to the Secretary. 


36, Mount Charles, Belfast. 
8th October, 1919. 


Dear Mr. Bullock,—It affords me great pleasure 
having to inform you that at the annual general meeting 
of the Veterinary Officers Association held in Dublin on 
the 28th ult., the following resolution was proposed and 
passed by acclamation. 

“That the best thanks of the members of the Veteri- 
nry Officers Association are due and are hereby tendered 
to the President and Council of the R.C.V.S. for the 
efforts they have made and are making on behalf of the 
veterinarians serving under the Department of Agricul- 
ture and Technical Instruction for Treland, and further 
that the best thanks of the Association be tendered to 
Mr. Fred Bullock, Secretary R.C.V.S., for his untiring 
courtesy and invaluable assistance.” —I am, very sincerely 
yours, 

(Sgnd) Taos. M’GuINNEss, 


Hon. Sec., V.O.A, 
Fred. Bullock, Esq., F.c.1Ls., 
Secretary R.C.V.S. 





Mr. Garnett : I propose the reception and adoption 
of the report. You will see that although they do not 
admit the point that we have been contending for, yet 
they are practically acting on it, but acting on it only as 
an act of grace, whereas in my opinion it isa duty that 
they should recognise these years that have been spent 
in the department. 

Lt.-Col BritTLEBANK seconded the motion, which 
was carried. 

The Prestpent: I do not think you mentioned that. 
you would kindly continue in office. 

Mr. GARNETT: Yes. 


ELECTION OF HONORARY ASSOCIATES. 


The Prestpent: The names of Honorary Associates 
have been hung in the room, and I will propose from 
the chair that the following gentlemen, whose names 
are on the list, be elected as Honorary Associates of this 
College :— 


Jean Fray, Inspecteur permanent du Service Vétérinaire 
de l Armée wee dy 

Eugene Nicolas, Vétérinaire Principal de 2e Classe de 
l’Armée Francaise. . 

Colonnello Cavaliere Olindo Bortolotti, Director of the 
Italian Veterinary Services. 

Tenente Colonnello Guido Finzi, Director of the Military 
Veterinary Laboratory, Milan. 

Colonel David S. White, b.v.m., Director of Veterinary 
Services, American Expeditionary Forces. 

Col. Clarence John Marshall, p.v.m., Director of Veteri- 
nary Services, U.S.A. 

Brig.-Gen. William John Neill, Director of Veterinary 
Services, Overseas Military Forces of Canada. 

Col. Charles Edgar Edgett, p.s.o., Director of Veterinary 
Services, Overseas Military Forces of Canada. 
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Col. E. A. Kendall, o.m.c., Deputy) Director of Veteri- 
nary Services, Australian Imperial Forces. 
The proposal was carried unanimously. 


SECRETARIES TO THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS. 


Mr. Mutvey : I beg to propose the re-election of the 
Secretaries for Scotland, Liverpool and Ireland— Messrs. 
Baird, Blackhurst and Findlay Kerr. 

Mr. Carrer: I have pleasure in seconding that. (The 
motion was carried unanimously). 


ApDMISSION OF WOMEN TO THE VETERINARY PROFESSION 


The Secretary : I have already reported to the Parlia- 
mentary Committee the state of the Bill which is in 
Parliament and still under discussion there. 

The PresipENtT: Have you anything to add with 
reference to this item which came under the Parlia- 
mentary Committee, Mr. Garnett ? 

Mr. Garnett: This isa question that we cannot help 
ourselves in, I take it. I do not wish to suggest that 
anybody does want to help it, because I do not think so ; 
but I think it has now been before the Council for six 
months, and it was held over on the last occasion on the 
advice of Mr. Thatcher because he anticipated the Bill 
would have become an Act before the present time. If 
the Bill becomes law it applies not only to the veterin- 
ary profession but to every other profession, and I think 
it would be only anticipating a certain event if we passed 
a resolution that any woman who presented herself for 
examination under our rules and regulations should be 
examined by our ordinary Examining Board. Of course, 
the option remains with the schools as to whether the 
will teach them or not, but if they do not teach them 
think it 1s quite within the limits of probabiliiy that 
there will be a Women’s Veterinary College. 

I move formally that we do recognise women as 
coming within the meaning of our Acts and Charters, 
and if applications be made and they have complied 
with the usual regulations, we should examine. 

Mr. Mutvey: I am pleased to second that. [ think 
it would be a more graceful act to admit them now 
rather than wait until we are forced to do so. 

Mr. SumnER: I support admitting them to our ex- 
aminations and qualifications. 

Mr. Mutvey: That is my motion. 

Sir Jonn M‘FapyEan : | rise to move the previous 

uestion and to ey that it is not wise to pass a resolu- 
tion like this. It is cowardly to do it, because you are 
only doing it because you think women will be admitted. 
I can mention a much more solid reason for steadying 
your hands, and that is that such matters as the admis- 
sion of women to this profession ought not to be settled 
by the opinions of members of this Council but by the 
profession—which has never been consulted. I challe 
anybody to say that he knows that a majority of the 
profession are in favour of the admission of women, and 
they will not thank you for having admitted them at 
the present time. 

r. MuLvey : You mean that is your opinion. 

Sir Jonn M‘FapyeEan : It is my opinion that the best 
course is to move the previous question. 

Sir Stewart StTockMAN : I second that, because I 
think we can quite well wait until this becomes law. 
When it becomes law we are obliged to accept them, 
and why draw attention to it now and invite these 
ladies to come in. 

Mr. Mutvey: Because we have already got applica- 
tions from lady candidates. 

Sir Srewart STOCKMAN : 
the thing is law. 

The PresipentT: I should like to have our solicitor’s 
opinion. He says that the first resolution is w/tra vires, 
and if that is so it will settle it. 

Mr. Grorce THatTcHER: As I understand it, an 


Then let them wait until 


impression is conveyed by this resolution that we are to 
admit women into the profession. I say at once that as 
the law stands at present we have no such power. That 
has been settled with regard to other professions. You 
will find that the medica] profession and the apothecaries 
were obliged to get meee 4 Acts of Parliament for this 
very purpose. If we pass this resolution now we are 
committing ourselves to an opinion which is, as I said 
before, absolutely w/tra vires, and which may land us in 
some serious difficulties. If your give to the world such 
an expression as this, and ladies come in on the face of 
it and spend their money and their time, they are en- 
titled to bring an action for damages against us. The 
advice of the mover and seconder of the previous question 
is perfectly sound. It is only a question of time : why 
not wait’ I suppose by the time jwe meet again this 
will have pe into law. It is the most prudent thing 
to wait till that happens. 

Mr. Mutvey: After the opinion expressed by Mr. 
Thatcher we shall have to wait. I withdraw. 

The Presipent : The motion falls to the ground. 

Mr. Garnett: I do not know that I do give way. 

The PrestDENT: We cannot very well go against the 
ruling of our solicitor. 

Mr. GARNETT: A point has been raised by the solici- 
tor that I did not touch upon at all, and [think I have 
the right to reply. If he had not raised it I should not 
have asked to be heard again. He has raised the legal 
point, and I ask to be heard in reply. 

The PresipENT : I misunderstood you. 

_ Mr. Garnett: The point I want to raise is the posi- 
tion we would occupy if we passed this resolution. 
The solicitor has told us that it would be an illegal act, 
but I maintain that it would be a perfectly legal resolu- 
tion for this Council to pass, that we admit women to 
our register, and the position of those who oppose that 
is that having opened our doors to women they should 
apply for an injunction to restrain us from admitting 
them, and that is the proper legal position. If they do 
not agree with it let them get a legal injunction to re- 
strain us, and I will guarantee, no matter how much 
money they have at their backs, that they cannot get a 
Court of Law to substantiate their position. 

a Stewart StockMaN: Why raise that position at 
a 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : Perhaps I may be allowed to 
say something as the mover of the other resolution. 
With respect to veterinary matters in many affairs I at- 
tach great importance to the opinion of Mr. Garnett, 
but when the question is one of law I prefer the opinion 
of our solicitor, and I move the previous question. 

The Presipent : I think the thing falls to the ground 
now. 

Mr. GaRNeETT : I withdraw my resolution. 

The meeting then closed, and a special meeting of the 
Council followed. 


SPECIAL MEETING. 


Immediately following the ordinary meeting of the 
Council a special meeting was held for presentation of 
the new bye-laws. 

The minutes of the previous special meeting, having 
been circulated, were taken as read, and confirmed. 

The Presipent: I formally move that the revised 
bye-laws, a copy of which you have, be adopted. 

Mr. TricGER : Are you going to take them en masse ? 

The Prestpent: I[ think so; we can take them in 
that way for the purpose of discussion, and you can 
raise your objections, if any. I do not think you ought 
to touch the examination part, which has not been dealt 
with at all. 

_ Mr. Garnett: I will second the motion. I should 
just like to say that I should like sub-section (iii) of 





clause 53 to be suspended for a period of two years. 
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(The sub-section referred to :—“ Covering or by his 
resence, countenance, advice, assistance or co-operation, 
nowingly enabling an unqualified person (whether des- 

cribed as an assistant or otherwise ) to attend or treat 
any patient, or otherwise to engage in veterinary practice. 
Nothing in this paragraph shal], however, prevent a 
qualified veterinary surgeon from employing a bona Ade 
student or articled pupil), provided that he is not em- 
ployed in such a way as to lead the public to suppose he 
is qualified.”) 

Mr. THATCHER : I do not want to interrupt, but per- 
haps Mr. Garnett would not mind accepting one or two 
words there. 

Mr. Garnett: I will propose that the whole of the 
bye-laws, with the exception of that one I have indicated, 
be carried. 

Mr. Sumner : I think the wording of it might be dis- 
tinctly improved. 

The PREstpENT : Can you very welldothat? I would 
rather leave that to the legal officer. 

Major ABson: You will have to suspend any alteration 
of the wording for three months. 

Mr. GARNETT: I am advised by the solicitor that I 
should now move that the whole of these bye-laws be 
passed, and then the Council can pass a resolution sus- 
pending either partially or in full the section I have in- 
dicated. Therefore I now move that the bye-laws as 
—— be adopted. 

r. SuMNER: Before even that is done, is it open for 
the Council to consider the wording of this particular 
sub-section, or has this wording to be accepted ! 

Mr. THATCHER : The bye-laws should be accepted as 
they are and passed as they are, and subsequently the 
Council should pass a resolution somewhat to the follow- 
ing effect :—“ Sp far as regards bye-law 53 (iii) so far as 
it relates to unqualified assistants, it is not to come into 
force before such-and-such a date.” 

Mr. SUMNER: But even under those conditions I think 
that this is rather ambiguous. 

The Prestpent : Could not that question be raised 
afterwards ? 

Mr. SuMNER : Could we adjust that wording before 
we pass it and hold it in abeyance ? 

e PRESIDENT : The intention of the Council is to 
alter it, I think. 

Mr. Sumner: I thought it was holding it in abeyance 
rather than altering it, because [ consider the qualifica- 
tion here and the exception is wrongly placed. In the 
first paragraph it actually debars anybody doing any- 
thing to attend or treat any patient or otherwise and 
‘then it goes on to qualify it and say that “nothing in 
this paragraph shal], however, prevent a qualified veteri- 
nary surgeon from employing a bona fide student or 
articled pupil, provided he is not employed in such a 
way as to lead the public to sup he is qualified.” 
My idea is that the words “in such a way as to lead the 
public to suppose he is qualified ” should come in after 
that first sentence and should read “To attend or treat 
any patient or otherwise to engage in veterinary practice 
in such a way as to lead the public to suppose he is 
qualified.” Then go on and say “ Nothing in this para- 
graph shall, however, prevent a qualified veterinary sur- 
geon from employing a bona fide student or articled 
pupil provided he is not employed in the manner above 
Indicated.” In one place you leave it absolutely bald 
and bare and threatening, and in the other form you put 
the particular qualification in. I really think that if 
that were altered it might appease many of the anxieties 
which I know many members of the profession are ex- 
pressing at the present time. 

Col. BritTtLEBANK: What is the position of the 


Council at the present time ? 
Mr. Sumner: That is what I wanted to know. 








The PREsIDENT: We are advised to pass the bye-laws 
in the present form—that is the legal advice. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : With regard to the observa- 
tions just made by Mr. Sumner, might I say that Mr. 
Sumner certainly had earlier opportunities to raise the 
points which he has now brought before us, and further 
that the exact phraseology of this particular bye-law 
was the subject of ape my and anxious consideration 
by the sub-committee, and it represents, in their opinion, 
the best form of words to carry out what are our inten- 
tions. As to the thing being bald and threatening, that 
was the intention. Naturally anything of this kind is 
threatening, inasmuch as it has to declare the conse- 
quences and declare certain things as prohibited. 

Mr. SUMNER: May I say that I regret if I have not 
taken every opportunity which perhaps I should have 
taken. I may remind the Council that I was not a mem- 
ber of the Bye-laws Committee, but that does not pre- 
vent me offering my aT on this particular matter, 
and I certainly think that if it could be so altered it 
might appease many anxieties, as I have said before, 
that do exist. 

Sir Stewart StockMAN : What are the anxieties ? 

Mr. SuMNER : I will leave others to say that. 

Mr. Mate: I think the wording of the bye-law is 
rather unfortunate, and I should like to support Mr. 
Sumner in his remarks. As it is worded now every 

ractitioner in the Kingdom will be breaking the bye- 
aw every day, because there is not a practice in England, 
I think, but what there is some man who, when the 
practitioner is out, is allowed to give a drink, or suture 
a wound, or render first aid to an animal which may 
come in. There are some practices where there are 
qualified assistants left to-day, but in most of the 
practices there is somebody who does that sort of work, 
and if this becomes law that man will not be able to 
attend or treat any patient, unless you put in some such 
remark as Mr. Sumner suggested after that, “in such a 
way as to lead the public to suppose that he is qualified.” 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: Might I ask if Mr. Male 
knows if these are practically the words used to give 
similar powers to the General Medical Council, and does 
he suggest that it is an illegal thing for a nurse to give 
a human patient a dose of physic or to do the things for 
human patients that grooms and such people do for 
horses? Does he suggest that there is any danger of 
their being prosecu for covering, or that a medical 
man who employs them is in danger of being prosecuted 
for covering! I submit that the construction which Mr. 
Male has put upon the bye-law is entirely erroneous. 

Mr. Burt: If you suggest that you must not employ 
these people in such a way as to lead the public to sup- 
pose they are qualified, it meatfs that you are entitled to 
employ unqualified assistants, which does not seem to 
me a matter of words. 

The PrestpENT: We discussed this clause for a long 
time, and after all we are the deciding factors in connec- 
tion with any case that may come up—it isnot the out- 
side public, but ourselves. I do not think we need fear 


anything. 

Nir Seunes : [have no brief for the unqualified man, 
nor any sympathy with him, nor with those who manu- 
facture him, but my feeling is that the members of the 
profession should know that a man can offer those 
attendances which Sir John bas noted without fear of 
coming under the particular charge of covering. I have 
done my best in different places where this has been 
challenged to assure men that such was the feeling of 
the Council, and that a man would not be proceeded 
against if he deputed to any handyman who is about 
most premises the doing of bandages, or dressings, or 
administering medicine, or doing things which Sir John 
said a nurse would do for a human patient. The men 
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outside think that my opinion is far too generous, and 
that it is an agression on the part of the Council to make 
the possibility of those men’s services being no longer 
acceptable to them. If Sir John’s expression of the feel 
ing of the Council goes forth —that these men are not 
likely to be interfered with when | are deputed to 
do certain things, the expressions I have heard in 
opposition to it will cease to exist ; but without this 
discussion I know perfectly well that there would have 
been a feeling of intense anxiety in the profession. 

Mr. Mate: After the expression of opinion of this 
Council I think members in the country will be quite 
satisfied. One does not like to feel oneself breaking the 
law in having a man to render first aid and that sort of 
thing. As it read, we should have to put that construc- 
tion on it unless the Council say that it is the generally- 
expressed view that that is not intended. We a object 
to unqualified assistants or people of that kind.” I feel 
quite satisfied now. 

Mr. Prick: In my opinion, if ae pass this Bye-law 
53 it will produce such a bomb-shell in the profession 
that we shall hardly know where we are. Taking that 
into consideration, I have much pleasure in proposing 
that sub-sections (iii), (iv) and (v) be referred back to 
the Committee for further consideration, and if possible 
to obtain the general views of the profession with 
reference to them. 

Mr. SuMNER : In what way ! 

Mr. Price: In my opinion, the profession at large 
knows little or nothing about this particular bye-law 
that we are trying to thrust upon them, and I do not 
think it is fair or right, and I do not think it is prudent. 

The PrestIpDENT: Before we go any further you move 
that as an amendment ? 

Mr. Price: Yes. I do not think it is fair, and I do 
not think it is prudent, for us to try and thrust this bye- 
law down the throats of the profession without discus- 
sion. It is easy to get the views of the profession 
through the different Associations, and, as it is a very 
important bye-law and one that demands earnest con- 
sideration from our point of view, I really think that 
would be the vory best thing to do—for us to refer this 
back for further consideration ; say refer it back for 
twelve months, and then we shall have the views of the 
profession and know what we are doing. It has been 
stated that 60% of the assistants that veterinary surgeons 
employ are unqualified. I do not think it is quite so 
much as that, but I can safely say that there are quite 
50% of veterinary surgeons who employ unqualified 
assistants. (“No”). Roughly speaking there are 3000 
members of the profession, and if there are 50% there 
are 1500 unqualified members whom you are going to 
throw out of a job, and I think it is not fair to those 
men, many of whom have fought our battles in the late 
war. With those remarks I have much pleasure in pro- 
posing this amendment. 

Mr. Mutvey : I will second the amendment in order 
that the discussion may go on. 

Mr. Garnett: I should like to say a word on the 
general principles of these} bye-laws. When our Act of 
1881 was passed it was ed for an express purpose, 
and that was to enable the owners of animals to have 
the advice of fully qualified veterinary surgeons, men 
trained in the diseases and treatment of animals, men 
in whom full responsibility should rest. That was the 
be-all and end-all of our Act of 1881, and in that Act 
special provision was made to recognise what Mr. Price 
is now wanting to recognise, that is, the then existing 
practitioner. Every practitioner who had then been in 


practice for five years was placed upon a separate register 
and allowed to continue his practice. The whole object 
of that was to do away with unqualified men, and here 
we are, nearly forty years afterwards, trying to do the 

hing over again. If the members of the profession 


same t. 





from 1881 onwards had carried out the intention and 
purpose of that Act there would have been no unqualified 
assistants to-day. It is entirely owing to our own fault 
that we find ourselves in the position that we are in to- 
day with regard to these men. We manufactured 
them, and they are now turning round and wanting 
recognition, as they did before and were recognised. 
Every obligation that was placed upon this College by 
the Act of 1881 to recognise the then existing practi- 
tioners has been honourably and faithfully carried out 
to its very last letter, and to repeat that again now, I am 
afraid, would be contrary to public policy. 

Mr. Carter: Do I take it that this means that these 
practitioners will be “ on a separate register ! 

The PresipENT: No. 

Mr. Carter: Mr. Garnett says that in 1881 these 
men were put on a separate register. 

The PresipentT: The men then existing. 

Mr. Carter: Is the same thing to be - again for 
these men ? 

Sir Stewart StockMAN : We were actually asked in 
the House of Lords Committee whether the Board of 
Agriculture were prepared to form a special register for 
these people—it was put to me, and my reply was that 
I thought it would be exceedingly unfair that after the 
Act of 1881, which put all the existing practitioners 
practically on the same level as the qualified men, we 
should after forty or fifty years be asked to start another 
register. But it was put fairly and squarely : Would 
the Board of Agriculture form a special register or, 
alternatively, would they acknowledge them? I think 
it is the most unfair proposition ever put to this Council. 

Col. BrirTLeBANK : | hope that this Council, before 
taking action on this question, will take very great care 
to recognise its responsibility to the qualified members 
of this profession. (Hear, hear.) There seems to be a 
good deal more susceptibility or tenderness towards 
these gentlemen who are to some extent hangers-on of 
the profession than there is on behalf of our own 
members, and I do hope we shall remember that we are 
here to govern, and not to sympathise. What is to be 
the future of the young men coming into our profession 
in such large numbers as we have been admitting within 
the last few months? Large numbers of students have. 
come forward, many of whom have served in the Forces, 
to whom special conditions have been given, and every 
possible encouragement has been offered to these men to 
qualify as veterinary surgeons. What possible induce- 
ment is there to give them, if tender susceptibilities are 
to be exercised on behalf of the unqualified men? The 
50 per cent. Mr. Price talks about—a very large number, 
are illegally or improperly described as veterina 
assistants. Anybody may be an assistant in a yard. 
The fellow that wanders around and carries the towel 
for you may be an assistant, but he is not a veterinary 
assistant. I contend that it is quite time this Council 
took drastic action on this question, and observed the 
obligations that we are here to observe for the qualified 
men whom we represent. We do not represent the un- 
qualified men, and I personally do hope that, whatever 
concession you may give them of a temporary character, 
you will have the courage of your convictions and say 
that the time has come when the unqualified assistant 
shall cease to exist. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Banuam : I remember perfectly well that, when 
the Act was passed in 1881 that Mr. Garnett has 
reminded us of, we were very generous to this class of 
men, and [ de not see why we should be asked to be 
generous to them again. (Hear, hear). Our profession 
for years has been manufacturing these individuals. I 
have always told my neighbouring practitioners, and 
every practitioner I came into contact with, that soon 
they would have these men setting up in opposition to 
them, and it came true in a great number 7 lateness 
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in the case of grooms who had been giving a drink and 
a ball or such like. Not only that, but they had mixed 
up the medicines for the qualified men, and became 
dispensers. I think it is time-we stopped all this kind 
of thing, and I think we might very well pass the Bye- 
law as it stands. 

Mr. Mutvey : I seconded the proposition by Mr. Price 
in order that this discussion might go on. I should like 
to remind the Council that [ took a very active part in 
the passing of the 1881 Act, and certainly I do not 
intend to ruuaway from it. I consider that this Bye-law 
should be passed as it is, certainly after the explanation 
that has been given that it was not intended to apply to 
dressers, any more than in the medical profession nurses 
should be regarded as assistants. I have kept assistants 
for over 50 years, and I have always, with one exception, 
had qualified assistants, and that exception was during 
the war, and then it was a registered practititioner who 
was a Captain in the Army Veterinary Department. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: In the first place I wish to 
say that I think it is absolute] denlonstio, or it would 
be deplorable, if this Council showed any hesitation 
whatever it ea hong particular Bye-law and followed 
the advice which has been offered by Mr. Price. Mr. 
Price seems to think that there is a danger that in thus 
acting we shall be going against the will of the profess- 
ion. I will make Mr. Price an offer. When the next 
election approaches I will resign my membership here 
along with him if he will stand and claim to be elected 
on the ground that he was opposed to this particular 
Bye-law. I hope it is not correct that there are 1500 
unqualified assistants being employed by members of the 
profession. I should think if you divided it by 10 it 
would be nearer, but whatever their number may be, I 
declare that in my opinion it is dishonourable, and 
approaching dishonesty for a qualified member of the 
profession to employ such men. 

Mr. Triccer : I am a perfectly disinterested person, 
inasmuch as I have never, except for three months, had 
an unqualified assistant in 30 years, and I have no 
ennui whatever with them. My sympathy at the 
present time is with the men who have been forced to 
employ unqualified assistants. I think the action of the 
Council is exactly on the lines which must come in due 
course. This Act must come into force, and I thirk it 
is far too drastic at the present time. I think at all 
events there should be a considerable term given. Sir 
John brought forward the fact that we had no mandate 
from the profession. We have no mandate from the 
profession to act as we are doing. 

The PresipENT: Yes, under the Act of 1881. 

Mr. TricceR: My sympathies are with the principle 
involved, but I have taken a great deal of trouble to find 
out the views of the profession, and I find that they are 
all on the same lines, that this must come in due course, 
and all the men whose opinions I have asked have said 
that before that comes we must have compulsory 

upilage. 
. ir STEWART STOcKMAN : How many said that ? 

Mr. TricGeR : I took three leading men that I met 
casually and asked them each separately, and each one 
suggested that. I was quite astonished to find that they 
said we must have men more practical than we can get 
at the present time. I think myself it should certainly 
be referred back, and we should get more expression of 
opinion from the various Veterinary Associations as to 
what should be done to fill up the supply in place of 
these men. I have rege | with some few men who 
would be thrown out, and who have been getting their 
living for a term of years, but I think it would be a very 
drastic weeding out if we brought the Act into force at 


the present moment straight away. I certainly think 


there should be a time limit if the Bye-law is passed. 








Sir Stewart Stockman : Does Mr. Trigger mean that 
the profession are only in favour of this if the Council 
also passed a Bye-law as regards compulsory pupilage ? 

Mr. TricGer : I cannot speak for the profession, but 
I do believe this— 

The PresipentT : I think that is a digression, and is 
introducing another subject. 

Sir Stewart SrockMan : Mr. Trigger said so. 

Mr. TRIGGER : I say that it astounded me to hear that 
there seems to be such a demand for compulsory pupil- 
age if this becomes law. 

The PresipEnT : I will now put the amendment, un- 
less Mr. Price feels disposed to withdraw it. 

Mr. Price: I press the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT: It is that bye-law 53, sub-sections 
(iii), (iv) and (v), be referred back for further considera- 
tion. 

Mr. Mutvey : Is that seconded ! 

The PresipENT: You seconded it. 

Mr. Mutvey: Yes, but I withdrew it. 

The PrestpDENT : I did not hear you say sv. 

Mr. Sumner: Mr. Trigger will second tt, surely. 

Mr. Triccrer: Yes, I will second that it be referred 
back. (The amendment was lost by a large majority.) 

The PrestpENnt: I wil] now put my motion that the 
bye-laws be adopted as they are presented to-day. 

Mr. Price: I should like to propose an amendment 
to that, that it be not put into force for two years. 

The Presipent : That will be taken afterwards. 

Col. BrirTLEBANK : I second the proposition. 

Mr. Price: Why cannot we have that in about the 
two years ! 

The PresipENT: It is not legal. You will get a chance 
in a minute. 

; a motion for the adoption of the bye-laws was car- 
ried. 

Mr. Price: If I am in order now I move that this 
bye-law 53 (iii) (iv) and (v) shall not be in force for two 
years. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : I do not think that is in order. 

Mr. Price: That is Mr. Garnett’s suggestion. 

Mr. GARNETT: Mine was a mere suggestion. I was 
very anxious that the bye-laws shonld be passed to-day 
in orler to legalise action we have already taken. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean : I submit that this must be 
the decision of the solicitor. If it is possible to move 
that the bye-laws which have just received the approval 
of the Council can be suspended for two years, it is also 
competent to defeat the intention of the Council, or at 
any rate to move frivolously that it be referred back for 
twenty years. Mr. Price’s intention is to move that the 
bye law we have just passed be suspended for two years. 

Col. BRITTLEBANK: Have we a‘tefinite proposition 
which has been seconded ? 

The PREsIDENT: No, my ruling is that there is noth- 
ing before the meeting. I have no seconder to Mr. Price’s 
motion. 

Mr. Mate: I should like to second Mr. Price’s resolu- 
tion that it be suspended for two years, and the ‘reason 
I do so is this. I have no sympathy with the unquali- 
fied assistant—I have never employed one—but there is 
a large number employed all over England, and it would 
be impossible to replace the unqualified assistant im- 
mediately. If you pass this bye-law to-day it would 
mean that the unqualified assistant would have to be 
given notice immediately and*a qualified man—or no- 

y at all, would have to be taken. That would dislo- 
cate a great many practices all over England, and I 
think it would be a decided hardship. For that reason 
I second the proposition. ; 

Mr. THatcuerR : May I point out that there is a dis- 
tinction here? Mr. Price’s resolution is altogether to do 
away, for the present at any rate, with sub-sections (iii) 
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to (v). The discussion has been limited as to whether 
or not unqualified assistatts are to be excluded from the 
bye-law for the time. It makes a lot of difference. If 
you are going to suspend the whole of this bye-law for 
two years you admit the whole question of covering ; 
anybody can §0 and cover anybody else, whether he is 
an unqualified assistant or not. Any resolution of this 
sort should be limited to unqualified assistants. I ven- 
ture to suggest to Mr. Price that he should word his 
resolution something in this way: “That Bye-law 53, 
sub-section (iii), so far as relates to unqualified assistants, 
shall not come into force before such-and-such a date.” 

Mr. Price: [ accept that. 

Mr. MALE: Yes. 

Mr. Burt: What difference does it make? 

Mr. THATCHER : The difference is this, that [ limit 
the suspension of the bye-law to unqualified assistants 
only. The other part would be that any professional 
man could employ anybody else—that is to say, he could 
let Mr. John Smith at a distance of ten or fifteen miles 
treat under the name of Mr. John Brown. 

Mr. Burt: He would be still an unqualified assistant. 

Mr. THatcHeR: No, he would not. He might very 
well take the money himself. This bye-law relates to 
the whole question of covering. 

Mr. Garnett: What Mr. Thatcher now suggests I 
maintain is tantamount to an alteration of the bye-laws, 
and, being an alteration and a very serious alteration, it 
should be suspended at least three menths. 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean: How if I moved that it be 
suspended for twenty years? You see the dilemma in 
which Mr. Thatcher is landed. 

Mr. THATCHER: There is nothing here to say when 
these bye-laws are to come into operation. The idea of 
course would be that they came into operation directly 
afterwards, but I think [ am quite justified in saying 
that there have been precedents in this College where 
after a bye-law has been passed the question has arisen 
as to when it was to come into force, and a date has 
been fixed. That is all I suggest. 

Sir Joun M‘Fapyean: I submit that in that case 
the notice as to when it was to come into force was sus- 
pended in the notice of the terms of the motion. Ifyou 
rule, Mr. Chairman, that this motion is valid, then I am 
afraid it is incumbent upon some of us to speak again. 
All the arguments that can be cited in support of the 
motion I think can be adduced against the motion now 
—— by Mr. Price. He has not indeed brought 
orward any new argument, but Mr. Male has—it is new 
on this occasion but it isa very old one, or at least it 
has been pretty frequently employed since this question 
has been discussed. One always finds that those who 
are opposed to such a bye-law as this plead that it will 
inflict very great hardship on the — veterinary 
assistants— Mr. Male shakes his head. 

Mr. Mate: That is not my argument. 
interest of practitioners, 

Sir Jonn M‘Fapyean : Perhaps it is that the country 
will suffer, but may I point out that those who have 
been responsible for training these unqualified men can 
easily allow them to practise on their own account? 
Who is getting the profit that comes from employing 
unqualified assistants and to a large extent concealing 
from the public the fact that they are unqualified? It 
is the qualified veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. Mutvey : Hedoes not get much profit nowadays ! 

Sir Jonn M‘FapyeEAN: Whose interests are being 
vindicated here? It is certainly not the interests of the 
unqualified veterinary surgeon, who as a rule is paid a 
quite inadequate salary. I invite those who have un- 
qualified assistants and who now find it necessary to get 
quit of their services simply to allow them to continue 
treating patients as they have before and appropriate 
the fees themselves. Mr. Price said something about 


I spoke in the 


this matter having fallen on the profession like a bomb- 





shel]. As a matter of fact, we are advancing very little 
compared with what has been in our Bye-laws for a 
number of years. What I can promise is that there 
will be a bombshell im the profession if Mr. Price’s 
resolution is carried, for lam perfectly sure there are 
members sitting here who will not rest on that, but who 
feel that to do such a thing would be to inflict a grave 
injustice on the young qualified practitioner, and it is 
time we gave up being dishonest with the public. I 
should like to put a question indirectly to those who 
have been defending the employment of unqualified 
veterinary assistants. Is thereany person sitting round 
this Board who would employ for the treatment of his 
wife or any other member of his family, a medical practi- 
tioner who to his knowledge employed an unqualified 
assistant? No intelligent person would do so, and I am 
sure that intelligent stock owners will express the same 
view with regard to the treatment of their animals. 
They wish to have their animals treated by qualified 
veterinary surgeons, and it is nonsensical to say there 
are not enough qualified veterinary surgeons to treat the 
animals which have been recently treated by unqualified 
men. 

Major-Gen. BLenkrnsor : I should like to make one 
remark regarding this, and that is that at this period, 
when we are demobilising large numbers of men from 
the Army, it is anything but right that you should try 
to limit the time when you are going to enforce these 
rules against unqualified practitioners. I am daily in 
touch with members of this profession who are being 
demobilised, and large numbers of them find it very 
difficult to live. They come to me and ask all sorts of 
questions to get employment. In the next month or 
six weeks we shall have a very small Army indeed, as it 
is getting rapidly reduced, and our animal strength is 
going down. The men who are staying now are volun- 
teers, but many will have to be demobilised because the 
Army cannot pay them. Is it not right that you should 
make every provision you can to let these men come in 
instead of the unqualified, who have done the profess- 
ion more harm during the time I have been in it than 
anything I know? 

The Prestpent: I think Mr. Price is quite in order 
in moving his resolution, which was seconded by Mr. 
Male, and if there is no amendment to it I will put it. 

Mr. Lawson : Will you be kind enough to tell us the 
amendment once more, so that we can understand it ? 

The PREsIDENT: It is purely a question that it shall 
be suspended for a period of two years. 

Sir Joun M‘FapyeEan : How much of it? 

The PresiDENT : That is not clearly stated. 

Mr. THatcHer : “ Bye-law 53 so far as it relates to 
unqualified assistants not to come into force before two 
years. 

The PRrestpDENT : It only applies to that one thing. 

Mr. Mate: That it shall come into force after two 
years instead of immediately. That is all I seconded. 

On the amendment being put it was lost, 6 voting for 
and 11 against. 

The PREsIDENT : It is clearly lost. 

It was agreed that the confirmatory meeting should 
be held on the 24th October, at 2 p.m. 

On the proposition of Col. BrrrrLEBANK, seconded by 
Mr. Stocock, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 
the President for his conduct in the Chair. 

The meeting then closed. 








Captain JamEs Forses, of Truro, has been appointed 
Veterinary Expert and Lecturer to the Cornwall County 
Council. 

Mr. J. G. McGrecor, M.B.C.v.8., Kilmacolm, has been 
a Assistant Veterinary Inspector for the County 
of Lanark. While in private practice in Greenock in 
1914, Mr. McGregor was mobilised as veterinary officer 
to the Lanarkshire Yeomanry. 
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| NATIONAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


SoutTH-EASTERN DIvIsION. 


The second meeting of the Association, since re-union, 
took place on Thursday, September 18th, at the Bell 
Hotel, Maidstone. 

The President, E. Lyne Dixson, Esq., occupied the 
chair and there were also present Messrs. Jas. Crowhurst, 
F.R.C.v.8., Canterbury ; C. Crowhurst, Maidstone; E. 
Ebbetts, Rochester; G. W. Dunkin, Canterbury; E. 
Morgan, Faversham; W. Coveney, Headcorn; A. L. 
Wilson, London ; H. B. Eve, Folkestone; J. Bell, Cat- 
ford ; F.C. Golden, Folkestone ; J. B. Buxton, London ; 
F. C. Gillard, Folkestone ; A. C. Burton, Battle, Sussex ; 
J.B. Dier, F. Marks, East Grinstead ; E. W. Morris, 
Uckfield, and the Secretary. 

Letters of regret at inability to attend were received 
from the following :—Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, Messrs. 
T. F. Hogben, W. W. Gulleford, A. T. Crowther, P. J. 
Austin, J. Washford, T.S. Price, A. Whicher, A. Spicer, 
T. W. Cave, T. Hibbard, C. Morgan, W. Caudwell, 
J. H. Ripley, E. M. Perry, and F. W. Robards. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Correspondence. Ministry of Health. <A reply was 
received from ths Minister of Health (in response to the 
resolution of the Association that at least one veterinary 
surgeon should be appointed on the Consultative 
Councils set up under the Ministry of Health) stating 
that the suggestion would be borne in mind, but that he 
could not agree that it was desirable in the case of every 
Consultative Council. 

Letters promising support of the Association were 
then read from several parliamentary representatives. 

A letter was read from the County Council requesting 
a memorial signed by all the veterinary inspectors, in 
respect of increase of fees, after which a deputation 
could be arranged. It was arranged that action be taken 
in accordance with the wishes of the County Council. 


THE NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE. 


The President then gave a resumé of veterinary pro- 
ceedings. 

Gentlemen,—Before listening to what I am sure will 
be an interesting paper, kindly submitted to us by Mr. 
Eve, it is my intention to redeem the promise that I 
made to te at the last quarterly meeting of this Associa- 
tion in June, held at Canterbury, by giving you a short 
resumé of the proceedings at the annual meeting of the 
Royal Sanitary Institute, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Whilst 
this was the thirtieth Annual Congress of the Institute, 
it was only twenty years since that the Veterinary pro- 
fession had its own veterinary section, in connection 
with the Institute, thus taking its proper position 
amongst other scientific bodies. 

It is not my intention to dwell on the many features 
portrayed in this wonderful centre of activity, with its 
world-renowned surroundings, as doubtless you are all 
acquainted with the famous industries for which it is 
noted. Suffice it to say that the ancient city accorded 
the members of the Congress, a hearty welcome, and by 
wearing a special badge, provided for the occasion, they 
were enabled to obtain a free passport to trains, cinemas, 
theatres and all places of amusement, whilst the Lord 
Mayor and Corporation entertained them at a Garden 
Party in the park, and a dinner was held, on the last 
evening, at the Armstrong College, presided over by the 
Duke of Northumberland. 

To those not acquainted with the general working of 
the Royal comgory: | Institute Congress it may be inter- 
esting to note at the outset, that it consists of various 


sections, presided over by eminent men, dealing with the 








different subjects under consideration. They are Sani- 
tary Science, Preventive Medicine, Veterinary Science, 
Engineering, Architecture and prorne. These different 
sections were largely attended by Medical Officers of 
Health, Veterinary Surgeons, Veterinary Inspectors, 
Sanitary Inspectors, Engineers, Surveyors, and others 
interested in these subjects, but as it is the veterinary 
section in which we, as veterinary surgeons, are more 
particularly interested, I shall proceed to give you a brief 
outline of our meetings. 

The average number present was about sixty, hailing 
from all parts of the United Kingdom—London, Birm- 
ingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Glasgow, Ayrshire, 
Shettield, Durham, Kent, Blackburn, Edinburgh, Brad- 
ford, Lanarkshire, Berick-on-Tweed and many other 
places, whilst representatives of the Board of Agricul- 
ture and the R.A.V.C. were also present. 

Mr. Malcolm, F.R.c.v.s., Birmingham, presided, and 
gave « very interesting opening address. The papers 
read and the interesting discussions which followed 
were on the following subjects :— 


1 “ Rabies,” by Sir Stewart Stockman, read by the 
President in the unavoidable absence of Sir Stewart. 

2 Parasitic Mange, by Prof Gofton of Edinburgh. 

3 The Utilisation of Condemned Meat, in the manu- 
facture of Pig, Poultry and Dog Foods (by Messrs. Lloyd 
and Priestly of Leeds). 

4 The Relation of County and Municipal Veterinary 
Inspectors to the Control of Contagious Diseases of 
Animals, and the fuller development of a wholesome 
meat and milk supply (Mr. Hugh Begg, County Inspec- 
tor, Ayrshire). 

5 ‘The Position of Veterinary Science in this country ~ 
and abroad in relation to Public Health and Agriculture 
(Prof. Share-Jones, Liverpool a 

The length of these papers, and the considerable 
amount of discussion which ensued, entirely precludes 
me from dealing with these subjects in the limited time 
at my disposal. You will have an opportunity to peruse 
an account which will be published in our periodicals. 
I observe there is a condensed account of the discussion 
on one of these subjects (Rabies) in last week’s Veterin- 
ary Record. 

here are a few salient points arising from the remarks 
emanating from the various speakers, however, outside 
the subject matter of the papers, which were expressed 
afterwards. In other words, there was evidently a very 
strong feeling that 

There is a general tendency to a specialisation of vet- 
erinary science in these days of Progress, whether it be 
Dairy Inspection, Meat Inspection, or Inspection for 
the various Contagious Diseases of Animals. 

That the day is rapidly approaching when the whole- 
time veterinary inspector (men specially trained) apart 
from the ordinary practitioner, will yy eee the, at 
mae p part-time inspector in County, Municipal and 

oard of Agriculture appointments. 

A very strong feeling exists that all private slaughter- 
houses should be abolished and Public Abattoirs‘substi- 
tuted in their stead. At this juncture I will, with your 
permission, read a resolution proposed and seconded on 
this subject, the proposer being Mr. Deputy Neal of the 
City Corporation: “That in the interests of Public 
Health, no satisfactory improvement can be expected in 
the inspection of meat unless the Ministry of Health 
take the necessary steps to abolish all private slaughter- 
houses in Great Britain and Ireland, and that unless 
fully qualified veterinary surgeons, well-versed in meat 
inspection, are appointed to carry out the efficient in- 
spection of animals, the inhabitants of this country will 
continue to consume considerable quantities of diseased 
unsound and unwholesome food. We urge that ante- 
— and post-mortem inspections should in all cases 

made.” 
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The motion was seconded by Councillor W. Bashforth, 
representing the City of Sheffield, and supported by lay 
delegates from Municipal and County Authorities and 
by several veterinary surgeons, and carried unanimously. 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 


During the Congress, there was a special meeting of 
the National Veterinarv Inspectors’ Association, the 
membership of which numbers 300. Major Abson, D.s.0., 
es and was re-elected. President. Col. Brittle- 

nk, c.M.G., was re-elected Treasurer ; and Trevor 
Spencer, Kettering, Secretary. There was a consider- 
able number of members present. Two members of our 
Association were elected members of the National. I 
was re-elected on the Council. 

After a short address by the President, Mr. Brennan 
de-Vine, F.R.c.v.8., of the Public Health Department of 
the City of Birmingham, read a paper on “ The Position 
and Prospects of the Veterinary Luspector during the 
Period of National Reconstruction.” The discussion 
was opened by Mr. Male of Reading, and useful inter- 
change of views and opinions followed. 

I cannot possibly over-estimate the necessity of every 
veterinary surgeon joining the National Veterinary 
Medical Association. It is the Parent Socieiy of our 
smaller associations, where matters of importance such 
as scales of fees, are carefully considered, and where 
adequate steps are taken to rectify the same before th2 
pee authorities. Our claims as professional men are 

rought forward, wrongs are righted, and justice en- 
deavoured to be meted out. Even at that present 
moment, a meeting of the Council of the National 
Association is being held at the Grand Hotel, Birming- 
ham, for which I had a special summons to be present, 
and which I should have attended, had our own meeting 
not been held on the same date. This meeting was 
called to consider a substantial increase of fees from a 
certain Public Body, brought about by applications from 
this Association, and which would never otherwise have 
been obtained. It is only by unity and agitation that 
we come into our own. 

Iam sorry to have detained you so long, as I feel 
there is nothing instructive from a professional point of 
view, but any questions that members would like to ask 
regarding any of the subjects referred to, I shall be only 
- pleased, so far as it lies within my power, to answer 
them. 





Mr. Crowhurst described the chairman’s resumé as an 
exceedingly interesting one, and said the members of 
the Association were greatly indebted to him for his per- 
sonal attendance at the conference and for advocating 
the cause of the Association. In his opinion, every 
member of the veterinary profession should bécome a 
member also of the National Association, which could 
do very important work. As oar knew, a radical alter- 
ation was necessary in regard to the slaughter of animals 
for food. Some thirty years ago he exerted his utmost 
efforts to get the private slaughter-houses at Canterbury 
done away with. There was a question of removing the 
market, and he advocated that if it was to be moved it 
should be as close as possible to one of the railway sta- 
tions, and that a public slaughter-house should be built. 
He met with considerable opposition from the local 
butchers. He hoped the Association would not let this 
matter drop without expressing an opinion in favour of 
public as against private slaughter-houses. 

A resolution of thanks to the Chairman for attending 
the Newcastle Conference was afterwards passed, on 
the motion of Mr, Crowhurst, seconded by Mr. Eve. 

The Chairman, in expressing his acknowledgments, 
assured the members that he greatly appreciated their 
vote of thanks, and regretted that he was not able to 





give them a more comprehensive account of the work 
done at the Conference. 

[Owing to pressure on our limited space, Mr. Eve’s 
pepe and the discussion following are unavoidably held 
over. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VS. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Hamilton, D., Ballina, Co. Mayo £1 1 O 
Pillers, A. W. Noel, Capt. R.A.v.c. 10 0 
Richardson, U. F., Kampals, U.P. 1 1 O 

Previously acknowledged £983 16 10 


£986 18 10 








Oct. 21, 1919. 





UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS. 

Dear Sir,—I am quite in agreement with “ Pessimist” 
and “ Fair Play’s” letters. For eighteen months previous 
to the termination of the war I was on the outlook for 
a practice and made numerous enquiries. In almost 
every case I found that, if there was not direct opposi- 
tion in the same town, there were resident qualified 
men, say four, six and eight miles distant. One wonder- 
ed where the so-called shortage of veterinary surgeons 
came in. 

Certainly stop employing unqualified assistants, and 
give the men who have returned from war-work a 
chance to establish themselves in civil practice. There 
is a limit to every man’s ability and capacity for work, 
and he who cannot undertake the work personally must 
either employ qualified men, or leave the work to others. 

Join the veterinary profession now! No! I would 
rather join the police force! Now-a-days the lot of the 
average practitioner is a hard one, and the remuneration 
at times inadequate. 

Unqualified men do not trouble me, but as a side line 
I have just taken over a shoeing forge and started a 


kennel. 
“ DISGUSTED.” 





THE COLLEGE FINANCES. 


The report of the Finance Committee at the last 
Council meeting is indeed dismal reading, almost as 
black as Sir John M‘Fadyean’s suggestion—that the 
College ought to live on its capital and have a loan. 

I am repeating my subscription to College this week. 
About 1000 of us have subscribed, and I have been 
thinking that if they would all repeat, it would give a 
nice lift up to the College funds, would not leave us 
much poorer, whilst incidentally it would do a lot of 
good to our College. 

That members cun stand by without offering any 
help is beyond the conception of man.—Yours, etc., 


The Gables, Cras. A. SQuarr. 
Reigate, Surrey. 


PESSIMISM. 


Following up “ Pessimist’s” letter of last week, a short 
time ago I had a well-known specialist in operative vet- 
erinary surgery, (I’.R.C.V.S.), to perform a certain opera- 
tion in my practice, and motoring along the country 
lanes our conversation drifted to the aspects of the 
veterinary profession. All of a sudden, the specialist 
ejaculated “ The profession isn’t worth a damn.” I did 


not exactly fall out of the motor, but certainly I got a 
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bit of a shake up. The specialist performed a beautiful 
operation. Fee £10 10s. That night I was pondering 
over the specialist’s remark on the profession, and I cal- 
culated what would be the fee of a like operation on a 
human being, and I put it at anything from fifty to one 
hundred guineas. Pecuniarily that shows the difference 
in the medical and veterinary professions. 

Now I do not think I would have taken up my pen 
at the present juncture were it not that “ Pessimist ” 
quotes from a letter of mine where he questions the 
esprit de corps of the profession, and where I am called 
over the coals as a sinner 7¢ same. The sentence he 
quotes from my letter is as follows :—“ No veterinary 
surgeon of any standing would allow other veterinary 
surgeons to be prowling about his practice—there are 
ways and means to stop that.” The sentence was in 
reference to the veterinary department of the Board of 
Agriculture appointing veterinary surgeons as inspectors 
for large areas. 

I take it “Pessimist” has not been in practice for 
himself, therefore it would be rather difficult for he and 
I to think alike on the subject. The very fact of a 
veterinary surgeon arriving in your practice after you 
have reported an outbreak of disease lowers you at once 
in the eyes of your clients. (an “ Pessimist” gainsay 
it? I will not thrash the question. Of course the veter- 
inary department of the Board is the aggressor, and as 
said in my former letter, the Board in many instances is 
defeating its own ends. 

However, I feel very sympathetic towards “ Pessimist,” 
and there is no doubt heaps of truth in many of his 
remarks. But there is one thing that “ Pessimist” 
ought to have tried before quitting the profession, and 
that is he ought to have started practice for himself. To 
make a practice in the veterinary, however, wants more 
doing, I believe, than almost any other profession in the 
world, and the successful man must be indeed a man of 
many parts. As I heard a well known F.R.C.V.S. once 
remark. “Ifa man becomes successful as a veterinary 
surgeon, in another walk in life he would end on the 
woolsack.” 

“ Pessimist,” where he touches on the esprit de corps 
of the profession, without a doubt is on the very ground 
that has kept us back all this time—-there is no unity, no 
cohesion. If a member happens to become a professor, 
or is appointed a judge or inspector of a horse-show, or 
happens to get any slight elevation, he at once forgets 


that there is any other M.R.C.V.S. only “im” and the. 


rank and file becomes a side-show. The medical pro- 
fession eling together like one man, and until the veteri- 
nary does the same, there can be no progress. 

There are certain things a veterinary surgeon has to 
do that tend to break you up, but at “ Pessimist’s” age, 
taking an after-birth from a cow, or “cutting” a litter of 
pigs, I would have been in my glory. It all comes in in 
the day’s work. 

However, looking broadly into the whole question of 
the veterinary profession ; after being 30 years in prac- 
tice—having made it myself—a practice that pecuniarily 
runs well over four figures, I have formed the opinion 
that the profession is not a desirable one, and like 
“ Pessimist,” after settling a few things, altho’ still in 
middle life, it is my intention to bid adieu to the veteri- 
nary, and settle down to the more peaceful occupation 
of husbandry.—I am, yours, 


Oct. 15th, 1919. 


[Our correspondent has an erroneous idea of the unity 
of the medicos ; but they certainly manage to act more 
effectively than we do. | 


“* M.R.C.V.S.” 





Glasgow Veterinary College. 


A meeting of Governors of the Glasgow Veterinary 
College was held at the College, on Wedneday, 22nd 
inst., Professor Glaister in the Chair. It was reported 
that the following Governors had been appointed for 
the year ending 30th Septembes, 1920, namely :—By the 


C.C. of Renfrew Messrs. Matthew Bowie, 
William Marshall, A. A. Hagart Speirs, and 
John Wilkinson. 

C.C. of Dumbarton Captain Alan Burns. 

C.C. of Argyll Mr. Peter Reid. 

Glasgow Agric. Society Mr. William Strang. 

It was agreed to make the following appointments 
to the College Staff, namely :— 

Principal Prof. S. H. Gaiger, F.R.c.v.s. 

Professor of Materia 

Medica and Pharmacy John R. McCall, M.Rr.c.v.s. 

Professor of Chemistry David Duncanson, B.Sc. 

It was also agreed to appoint Professor James Murphy, 
the present Professor of Anatomy, as Hmeritus Professor. 
Arrangements were made for proceeding immediately 
with the Appeal by the Governors to the public fora 
sum of £30,000 to meet the cost of alterations on the 


1 | College Buildings and of additional a. 


It was intimated that Mr. W. J. Young, F.R.c.v.s., 
had presented about 200 Pathological and other Horse 
ropa gy the College, and he was cordially thanked for 

is gift. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 





St. James’s Palace, Oct. 18. 
By command of the King Lieut.-Col. Prince Arthur 
of Connaught held an Investiture in the Throne Room, 
St. James’s Palace, at 11.30 o’clock this morning on His 
a yt behalf. ; 
he following were invested with the Insignia of the 
respective Divisions of the Orders into which they have 
been admitted :— 
THE DIsTINGUISHED SERVICE OrpeER. 
Companions. 
* * x * 
Major Leonard Verney ; Capt. John Andrews. 


Tue Most ExceL ent ORDER OF THE Britisn Eurire. 
Officers (Military Division). 
* + 


oa * 


Major Frederic Mason, Egyptian Vety. Dept. 
Oct. 22. 


Commanders (Military Division). 
x + * 


i * 
Colonel Robert Stordy. 


oo = 


Extracts from London Gazette 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Oct. 13. 
ReeutarR Forors. Royat ARMY VETERINARY CoRPs. 


Maj. D. Bolton to be actg. Lt.-Col. whilst holding appt. 
of A.D.V.S. (from April 1 to July 23). 


Oct. 14. 
S.A.V.C.—Temp. Capt. F. J. Dunning relinquishes his 
commn. on completion of service (April 22, 1918), and 
retains the rank of Capt. 
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Oct. 15. 
Major O. §. Fisher relinquishes the — of Lt.-Col. 
on ceasing to hold the appt. of A.D.V.S. (April 16) 
(substituted for notification in Gazette of Sept. 12). 
Temp. Lts. to be Temp. Capts. :—J. B. Williams (July 
24 : W. D. John (Aug. 12); R. L. Creery (Aug. 15). 
Oct. 20. 
Lt.-Col. and Bt.-Col. F. W. Hunt, c.m.c., ¢.B.£., relin- 
ae actg. rank of Col. on ceasing to hold appt. of 
.D.V.S. (May 14). 


UGARTA’S SUGGESTED METHOD OF 
CASTRATION. 


Sir,— With reference to the abstract on the operation 
given in your issue for September 27th last. 

It would appear that the effects produced by ligation 
of the Vas deferens, would be analogous to those that 
are known to occur when a testicle is grafted into a 
male castrated animal, or when an ovary is grafted into 
a female animal that has been the subject of an ovari- 
0 








tomy. 
Schafer in “ The Endocrine Organs” 1916, quotes as 
follows :— 

“Removal of the generative glands in the young male 
animal usually prevents the development of the acces- 
sory generative organs, such as the prostate, and of the 
features that characterise the male sex externally. These 
changes may be prevented by successfully grafting a 
testicle in the castrated animal. Again, removal of the 
ovaries in the young female exerts a profound influence 
over the organism and prevents the development of 
many female characteristics. In some cases, even in the 
adult removal or atrophy of the ovaries has been noticed 
to lead to the development of male characters. Instances 
of this have often been recorded in birds. In young 
mammals removal of the ovaries is followed by arrest 
of development of the uterus. This may be prevented 
by successfully transplanting the ovaries, or by grafting 
an ovary from another animal of the same species into 
the peritoneum or elsewhere. It seems clear, therefore 
that the result of removal is due,'in both male and female 
to the absence of the internal secretion of the generative 
gland.”— Yours faithfully, 


J. F. D. Tur, M.R.¢.V.8 , F.R.M.S., F.Z. 


1 St. Cross Rd., Winchester, 
Oct., 22nd 1919. 


VETERINARY INSPECTORS AND THE 
TUBERCULOSIS ORDER. 


I assume that the Tuberculosis Order will, at some 
future date, come into force again. When it does, | 
have no doubt there will be a modification of the last 
one, and I hope for my own part, and I believe I am ex- 
pressing the feelings of many other inspectors, that the 
microscopic work which has to be dove will be under- 
taken at a laboratory where every facility and advantage 
is afforded for such work. Samples of milk or excreta 
could be sent to such an institution. 

Every microscopist knows too well the elusiveness of 
the tubercle bacilli, and the difficulty one encounters 
time after time in running “the bug” to earth. The 
process of centrifuging, staining, and microscopical ex- 
amination takes a long time, and then is not always 
satisfactory, and I maintain that a busy practitioner, 
single handed, should have the advantage to send his 
specimens to a proper laboratory where this kind of 
work is undertaken, and by doing this, it would have a 
direct tendency to give satisfaction to all concerned. 
Hailsham. J. E. WALLIS, M.R.C.V.S. 











| Irish Public Health Council. 
| The first meeting of the Irish Public Health Council 
| was held at 33 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin, on Thursday, 
‘Oct. 2nd, Dr. E. Coey Bigger, presiding. At the conclu- 
sion of the President’s address an informal discussion 
‘took place regarding the conduct of business to be 
| transacted at future meetings. The co-ordination under 
| one department of the various health activities came up 
‘for discussion and the various phases of health ad- 
ministration that might be brought into the purview of 
the Medical Services Bill. The immediate _ 
of consultative councils was not contemplated. 
| Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, on behalf of the veterinary 
services in Ireland, assured the Council of the assistance 
‘of the veterinary profession, and particularly of the 
North of Ireland Veterinary Medical Association, in ob- 
'taining data in regard to public health. Contagious 
/and infectious disease spread from animal to animal, 
from animal to man, and from man to animal, and to 
deal with such matters he contended that a central 
authority was required, with uniform regulations to be 
enforced in a uniform manner. 

Mr. Johnston was asked to prepare for a future 
meeting of the Council a memorandum embodying in 
detail his proposals.— The Lancet. 








DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 




































































Rabies. Foot- iti 
—————{ Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t —— Swine Fever. 
—— ’ 2 ae — lm lL, le * 
oes | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | O14 | ani. {Sheep} | 
Period. 2 Ft breaks) mals.| Out- , Ani- |breaks/ mals. wor hoor Scab.| Out- | Slangh- 
Piss breaks) mals. , breaks | tered. * 
A 'O<] (a) (a) (b) (b) _® 1 @ | 
Gr. BRITAIN. | | 
Week ended Oct. 18 1 | 1 8 | 9 1 37 24 45 2 50 | 30 
‘eee | 
: 1918 14 4 4 2 47 33 2 8 
ag 1917 | 6 | 8 | 4a] s9| a9] a]. te | uu 
ae aa eae _| 14 2] 99] 2] 54 | 2% 
Total for 42 weeks, 1919 hiss | 4 | 170 221 29 1630 21 | 54 | 4292 | 8621 244 1853 | 867 
: 1918 40 1 } 201 231 3 40 27 74 | 3676 | 6891 264 1153 456 
Onaaes | 1917 359 | 410 23 46 | 2018 | 3888] 417] 1863 812 
pe i 2 426 | 500 1 | 73 | 48| 111] 1804 | 4044] 201] 3705 | 8859 





(2) Confirmed, (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Oct. 21, 1919 
Norz.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate 


¢t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaksin army horses. 
only. * As diseased or Exposed to Infection 








